Type IIa early gastric cancer with proliferation of xanthoma cells.
We report a type IIa early gastric cancer associated with xanthoma cell proliferation in a 61-year-old man. The patient was admitted to our hospital because of a gastric polyp detected at a medical checkup. An irregular protruding lesion with xanthoma cell proliferation was detected endoscopically. Histological examination showed a well differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma in the mucosa associated with xanthoma cell proliferation. The distribution of the xanthoma cells in the stroma corresponded closely with that of the cancer cells. Neither atypism nor mitotic figures were recognized in the xanthoma cells. In an immunohistochemical study, almost all the xanthoma cells were stained positive for alpha 1-antitrypsin, while relatively few exhibited positive S-100 protein staining. Specific monocyte chemotactic and activating factor immunoreactivity was present only in the xanthoma cells, and not in the cancer cells. On the basis of these findings, it was speculated that the gastric cancer cells may have caused the xanthoma cell proliferation via an autocrine mechanism i.e., by a chemical mediator acting in a paracrine or juxtacrine manner.